
  
 

 

 

What Happens After Cremation? 
 

This question is one we receive daily. With approx. 90% of deaths now 

favouring cremation – there are some unanswered and ambiguous questions.  

Firstly – when a death occurs one usually has a funeral. This doesn’t change 

regardless of whether one chooses cremation to follow, or burial. A funeral 

may be held in the house of worship of your choice, at a funeral chapel of 

your choice, or virtually anywhere else. The disposition of the body is an 

important but often confusing question. You may choose to keep the 

cremated remains (or ‘cremains’) of your relative in an urn on your mantle. 

In some cases, these remains may come back in a cardboard box which is 

hardly fitting, in our opinion. The most important word to remember in all of 

this is ‘RESPECT’. Someone has passed, and what you are left with is either 

a gravesite and a gravemarker, or some container with what remains after 

cremation. Both are sacred objects to most families. A common request, 

particularly with sea faring people, is to be scattered at sea. This is entirely 

legal, and very commonplace. It is common for a family to request that this 

be completed at a particularly location that has significance. One example is 

a retired fisherman from Ganges on Salt Spring Island. His widow used to 

wait at the window for sight of her man rounding the point on his way home. 

She spent hours there – because of course there were no cell phones and 

limited radio communication. His family wanted his remains scattered at that 

location, which was to his widow a sacred place. Another option is to place 

the urn in an existing grave, perhaps with a spouse or child. In Canada you 

can put up to two cremated remains in one physical grave.  Or, one can 

purchase a physical grave and put up to 3 sets of cremains in one grave. 

Conversely, one can keep them in a crypt or in an above ground structure 

called a Columbarium which may have many such ‘niches’ for urns. 

 

Grief is something for which there is no rehearsal. Sometimes decisions are 

made poorly, and often it is children who want to know where a loved 

grandparent is so they can pay respects. Every funeral director has cremated 

remains that were never claimed. A colleague had a young woman come 

searching for the cremains of her aunt from a decade earlier. The executor of 

that estate had passed away shortly after the death of her aunt, and things 

became very confused. She was overjoyed to discover the funeral director 

still had possession of her aunt’s remains, and thanked him profusely. Some 

families happen to be dysfunctional, and it is not uncommon to encounter 

widely differing opinions on just what should happen to an individual’s 

remains. We always encourage communication, because without it families 

can literally be torn apart and irreparable harm done. Often the funeral 

director can be the voice of reason with dissenting siblings, and we are 

always pleased if we turn out to be the objective voice of reason. Respect 

your loved one’s remains. You may not get a second chance, and the people 

who are silent right now may be the most affected a year or two down the 

road.  

 
 2676 Wilfert Road, Victoria, BC V9B 5Z3 

250-391-9696 (24 hrs) 

& 

9787 4
th

 Street, Sidney, BC V8L 2Y9 

250-655-9669 (24 hrs) 
 

www.CareFuneral.com 
 


